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In text Citations 

(using parenthesis, in APA style) 

You must give credit to where you found research that you use for your term papers, by “citing” 

the materials you use.  If your paper includes your own experiences and opinions, they do not 

have to be cited. But all facts, statistics and ideas that are not your own must be referenced.  For 

research papers, that will be most of what you write, except facts that are common knowledge.  

There will be a References list at the end of the paper, but you must put In-text citations in the 

body of the paper.  These go in parentheses after all exact quotes, and after all paragraphs or 

sections of your paper where you need to give credit to the source of that information, even when 

it is written in your own words.   In APA style you list the author (or short title if there is no 

author) & the date published in body of the paper, which points to the full reference on the last 

page. 

Example: (Note that a page number is added for the direct quote) 

While many may disagree, a number of eminent ethicists and biologists assert that “animals have 

the same rights as humans” (Smith, 2006, p. 24). 

Type of citation First citation Further cites 

Basic format (Author’s last name, year published)  

One author (Smith, 2006) (Smith, 2006) 

Two authors (Just & Case, 2010) (Just & Case, 2010) 

Three authors (Cole, Kutz, & Slaw, 2003) (Cole et al., 2003) 

Six or more authors (Smith et al., 2006) (Smith et al., 2006) 

Groups and Corporate authors: 

Group name used as author, 

where abbreviation may be 

used for their name 

(Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention[CDC], 2001) 

(CDC, 2001) 

Group that does not use an 

abbreviation for their name 

(Mayo Clinic, 2009) (Mayo Clinic, 2009) 

No identified author  and the 

first words of reference list 

entry are the title (of article, 

book, chapter or web page) 

--Article title  or web page: 

(“Diabetes,” 2009) 

--Book: 

(Nursing Drug Handbook, 2011) 

(“Diabetes,” 2009) 

 

(Nursing Drug 

Handbook, 2011) 

Information  in one sentence, 

obtained from two sources: 

List alphabetically, separate 

by semicolons. Use n.d. for no 

date. 

(Just & Case, 2010; Smith, n.d.) (Just & Case, 2010; 

Smith, 2011) 


